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Address of the Proprietors of the National 
Register to their Patrens. 

In commencing a new volume of the Natiowar 
Recisren at the beginning of a new year, the 
Proprietors feel themselves called upon to thank 
their friends and the public for the liberal patron- 
age which, for the short time they have had any 
concern in it, has been bestowed upon their pa- 
per. ‘ibeir industry will keep pace with this 
liberality; and their efforts wiil be unceasing to 
render the Register the first print of its class in 
the United States. Time, however, must test 
that fact. 

*t may have been observed by the reader, per. 
haps, that the National Register deals very 
little in surmises, rumors, anc reports, which a- 
bound so much in the ordinary newspapers, and 
which are mostly inserted, in the first instance, 
with a view to deceive, or for the purpose of 
speculation, and are copied to fill up dull co- 
lumns. ‘The great object with the Proprietors of 
this paper is to make it a record of political and 
Other truths, as far as truth is attainable from the 
yarious publications which give currency to the 
incidents of human life and the transactions which 
mark the course and characters of nations. After 
the greatest care and sifting, however, the degr: « 
of truth acquired is in most cases very imperfect, 
arising from either ignorance or design. The 
propagation of error is wonderfully facilitated in 
the common journals, from the ease with which 
knavish and unlettered men glide into the ma- 
fagement of them. A certain bold and flippant 
air put on in a paragraph gives to it an apparent 

_ Value, although it may be fill of unjust thoughts 
and ungrammatical expressions, which tend to 
@orrupt the understanding and debase the lan- 
guage of the reader; for an ignorant and illiterate 
press has the same pernicious effect on the mind 
that low company has on the manuers. 

’ The preceding reffections are not made with 
Any particular view of ussuming a superiority in 
these respects over many other publishers of pe- 
Hiodieal works; but whilst-no pretension % made 
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to absolute purity of thinking and writing, a hope 
may be allowed to the Proprietors of the National 
Register, that, in aiming to acquire an accurate 
diction and a sound mode of reasoning in theif 
pages, they recommend their print more effectu- 
ally to the community at large; because, as they 
suppose, if it be an object to improve the intel- 
lect at ail, it is an object to improve it in the best 
manuer; especially where the means of doing sv 
are as cheap and convenient as in cases where the 
means are worse. 

In discarding reports, rumors, and surmises, 
nothing is lost to the reader; he, on the contrary, 
gains by just so much as there would subsequent- 
ly be a necessity of contradicting. In the perusal 
of some of the daily gazettes, half a man’s time is 
lost in unreading what he had previously read — 
They exist upon all kinds of absurdities and con- 
tradictions, and the extent of their devouring co« 
lumns requives such garbage wherewith to fill 
them, as more salutary nutriment is not generally 
within their reach. \ 

When it is considered how very few people 
reason vigorously upon every thing which they 
peruse, and how much easier it is barely to re« 
member than to reason efficiently, the fairness and 
the force of these observations must be admitted, 
The human mind is never engaged, however 
slightly, with impunity; if it is does not detect and 
resist crror and falsehood, it is sure to receive 
them, and to give to them a sanction, more or less 
weighty, by recollection. 

Like most others who have a commodity to dis« 
pose of, the Proprietors do not altogether rely for 
success on mere utility: they seek, of course, to 
make the contents of their sheet as pleasant, as 
various, and thereby as agreeable, as possible, so 
that the freshness of novelty may yield a zest to 
what is useful. Inthe publication of some of the 
larger documentary communicaiions made by the 
President to Congress during the session of that 
body, this print will not, it-is probable, be s@ 
rapid as some of its cotemporaries; but they will, 
in it, be more correctly and completely printed. 
The garbled state in which some of the documents 
are now thrown before the public by the daily 
newspapers, has determined the Publishers of the 
National Register to insert them entirely, and in 
their regular order. 

With the best compliments of the season to 
their Patrons, the Proprietors take this occasion 
to remind them of the conditions of subscription 
to their paper. All who are in arrears on the Ist 
of January, 1819, either by dues ep to, or ad 
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vances from, that date, will oblige the concern bs 
remitting or calling and paying the amount at an 
early day. This request will, it is likely, be more 
particularly attended to, when it is recollected 
that the Register does not reap any profit from an 
advertising custom. Another request, which is 
equally a condition, and very essential to the Pub- 
lishers, is, that all letters addressed to them re 
spect'ng the paper should be post-paid. They 
have been already subjected to heavy expenses 
on this account. 

LAWRENCE,- WILSON, & Co. 
City of Washington, 

January 2, 1819. 


MISCELLANY, 
ASTRONOMICAL.. 

Of the difference, on the parallel of 45 degrees, 
of the latitude by observation (with a sextant, 
quadrant, or other instrament proper for the 
purpose,) and the true latitude on thai parallel, 
taking into view the spheroidal figure of the 
Earth 
1f we admit a degree of latitude on the Earth’s 

surface to be equal to 69 2 of our miles, the cir- 

cumference, supposing its form to be that of a 

perfect sphere, is 249.12, and the diameter 

7929.735 miles 
But it has been ascertained, upon principles 

that will not, probably, be now controveried, that 

the true figure of the Earth is that of an obl.te 
spheroid, the ratio of whose polar axis to the 
equatorial diameter is as 318 to 319. The polar 

diameter, according to this proposition, 1s 794.877 

of our miles. 

‘he diameter of a perfect sphere equal to the 
spheroid above stated, is found, by taking a geo- 
metrical mean of these two diameters, to be 7917. 
296 miles: if we divide this by 636, twice the ra. 
tio of the polar axis, we have 12 4485 miles, equal 
to the difference, on the parallel of 45 degrees ot 
the latitude by observation, supposing the Earth 
to be « perfect sphere, and the true latitude, al- 
lowing for its real spheroidal form, The latitude 
by observation should, therefore, be 45° 10 47‘ 
61 dec. 

Lhe following rule will give the corresponding 
latitude, by observation, on any’ parailel, from 0° 
to 90 degrees: 

Let x represent the equatorial diameter, and y 
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about 15 miles from this place, discovered, on the 
jsite where he had fixed his dwelling, a number 
lof graves, the size of which appeared uncommon. 
ly small. ‘This awakened his curiosity, ‘and led 
him toa minute examination, which conyinced 
him they were the remains of human beings muy 

| smaller than those of the present day. He se 

, warranted in this conclusion, as well from 
uniform appearance of the skeletons (the length 
of which in no case exceeds 4 feet) as from the 
teetn, which bore the evident marks of those be. 
lenging to adult persons He communicated these 
facts to « gentleman of this place, who, on Sunday 
last, together with two other gentlemen, accompa. 
nied Drs. Waller and Grayson to the place of in. 
terment They found, as had been-stated, ing 
wood adjacent to the house, a great number of 
graves, situated on small tumuli or hillocks, raised 
about three feet above the surfice; they examined 
several, the first of which, by actual measurement, 
was discovered to be only 23 inches in length, 
The grave was carefully cased on both sides, ag 
well asat the head and foot, with flat stones; in 
the bottom also a stone was fixed on which the 
body was lying, placed on the right side, with the 
head to the east. Time had completely destroyed 
all the soft parts of the body, as well as decom. 
posed the bones, which, however, still preserved 
their relative situation. 

The teeth, which were expectéd to furnish the 
best and perhaps only data to judge, were found 
in a state almost perfect, being defended by the 
enamel, which seems only to yield to chemical de- 
composition. To the astonishment of all, they 
proved to be teeth of a being, who, if it had uot 
attained the age of puberty, had unquestionably 
arrived at that period of Ife when the milk teeth 
vield :o the second or permanent set. The mo- 
lares and incisores were of the ordinary size of the 
second teeth. The jaw bone seemed to have its 
fil comp!ement, unless it was the dentis sapienta, 
or what is better anderstood by the wisdom teeth, 
which make their appearance from 18 to 22 or 23, 

ihe next grave examined was on an adjacent 
mound, and measured 27 inches; it resembled in 
every respect the first, except that the top of it 
was covered with flat stones placed horizontally. 
Several others were opened, all of which present. , 
an umform appearance, and none, although many 
were measured, proved to be in length more than 
4 feet-2 or 3 inches. From these facts the mind 
is brought to the trresistible conclusion, that these 
are the remains of beings differing altogether from, 
and inferior in general size to, ourselves. For, if 








the polar axis of the earth 
==X tangent of the true latitude on the paral- 
lel. = tangent latitude, by observation Accord- 
ing to this rule, 45 degrees (allowing for the 
_ spheroidal form of the Earth, and the ratio of the’ 
diameters above stated) will correspond with 45° 
10‘ 47 606 dec. by observation 
WiLLIAM LAMBERT. 
December 28, 1818. 
Explanation of the algebraical signs. a square 
of the equatorial diameter, divided by the square 
of the polar axis; X multiplied by, = equal to. 





DWARF SKELBTONS., 
From the Bissauri Gazette, printed at St. Louis, on 
the 6th of November, 1818. 


jin the subject first mentioned, we suppose it to be 
a being of the usuul growth, the fact of its havin, 
|; attained the age of 7 or 8 years, as seems prove 
| from the teeth, is directly opposite to and at wat / 
1 with the Circumstance of its being only 23 inches 
| long, the usual length of a child 8 or 10 months 
joki, and justifies the conclusion that, by nature, 
it was destined to be of inferior size. 
| As ‘to the time that those bodies have been de- 
| posted, there is no clue by which to form aay 
{certain opinion The bones have been thorough- 
jiy changed by time, nothing remaining but the 
lime or earthy particles of them, which can under. 
}go no further change, and may as well be sup- 
i posed to huve been in this state five centuries 38 
one.—It is certain they have been there an im- 
|mense length of time from the large growth of 


A short time since, Mr. Long, the proprietor of }| umber on the mounds, and the roots of trees that 


a farm on tie south bank of the Meramec river, 
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subject certainly invites the attention of the 
Jearned and curious, and opens an ample field for 
investigation, at least to forn: some plausible con- 
secture of arace of beings who have inhabited our 
country at a period far beyond that of which tra- 
dition gives us any account. 





From the Albany Daily Advertiser of Dec. 2, 1818. 
MONTGOMERY CIRCUIT. 
Breach of Promise of Marriage. 

The circuit court in and for the county of 
Montgomery, was opened before his honor Mr. 
Justice Spencer, on Monday, the 16th inst. and 
continued during the week, Among the trials 
which excited a great degree of interest and 
feeling, was that of an action brought by a lady 
residing in Canajoharie, against a physician living 
at Saratoga, for a breach of promise of marriage. 
The respectability and standing of the parties, 
the novelty of the case, and the peculiar circum 
stances attending it, engaged a more than ordi- 
nary attention On the part of the plainuff it was 
proved that the defendant _ had paid his ad- 
dresses to her, and even solicited the consent of 
her father to a union, which was given. A num. 
ber of letters written by the defendant to the 
plaintiff, were read in evidence, which contained 
the warmest professions of friendship and esteem, 
and breathed in every line the soft accents of love. 
This correspondence, which had continued for a 
considerable length of time, was broken off by 
the defendant. From some pretended cause, his 
heart became estranged from the former object 
of his love—he had met with another young lady 
(the friend of the plaintiff.) whose glittering 
purse perhaps dazzled his eyes, and with a mag- 
netic power attracted his wavering heart. He 
addressed her—gained her heart—and added to 
his faithless conduct the sanction of matrimony, 
leaving the former idol of his affections a prey to 
tender anguish. 

The defence relied on was, that the plaintiff 
had released him from his engagement, by ad- 
vising him to marry her friend, As evidence of 
this, but most fatally for the defendant, and most 
unfortunately for his learned counsel, a letter was 
introduced written by the plaintiffto him. It 
was the last which she had addressed to him, 
composed at a time when her heart was wrung 
with the painful conviction that she had ceased 
to interest him, and when the more painful intel- 
ligence was communicated that he* was on the eve 
of being united to another. Under these truly 
afflicting circumstances, so trying to the tender 
sensibilities of the female bosom—she addressed 
him—not with harsh epithets of censure and re 

roach; but in the most tender and affectionate 
anguage. In the spirit of grief, she told him of 
the information which she had received, request- 
ing him to inform her without reserve, whether 
he was indeed about to be united to another; and 
without evincing a spark of jealousy or resent- 
ment, she offered the warmest tribute of friend- 
ship and respect to the amiable qualities of her 
friend—recommending her as every way calculat- 
ed to make him happy, and if he had determined 
to make her his wife, telling him to do so with. 
out delay. As for herself, she had become re- 
conciled to her unhappy situation, though lan- 
guage was inadequate to describe the deep an 
gush which bad rent her bosom = The fair pros 
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That she considered marriage as the sacred in- 
stitution of Heaven, and it would be betrayin 
the feelings of her heart if she ever henawed 
her hand on another. She breathed forth pray- 
ers for his happiness, and wished him to remem- 
ber her in his supplications to the Throne of 
Grace. There never was a more pathetic and 
eloquent appeal to the feelings of an audience, 
or which called more loudly for exemplary dama- 
ges from a jury. The tear of sympathy stole from 
every eye, the glow of honest indignation flushed 
every countenance. ‘The counsel of the defen- 
dant, by the introduction of this letter, were 
truly heaping damages on the head of their 
client. The letter of the lady evinced a mind 
highly cultivated and refined, a heart possessing, 
in an eminent degree, the softness of her sex, and 
a composure and tranquillity which could alone 
be derived from religivn and virtue. 

His honor the judge, in a very feeling and elo- 
quent charge to the jury, after retharking on the 
rire occurrence of actions of this nature, dwelt 
with much force on the peculiar circumstances at- 
tending the one before them. A lady of refined 
manners and good education, alive to every noble 
sentiment, and, to add to the interest which she 
excited, being in delicate health, had been made 
to pine in solitude, and consigned to celibacy, 
through the faithless conduct of one who had 
gained her affections, and solemnly promised to 
be her companion and protector through life. In 
summing up the evidence, he adverted, with much 
emotion, to the letter of the lady, to which he 
paid the highest tributes; observing, at the ssme 
time, that so far from evincing a disposition tu re- 
i lease the defendant from his engagement, it 
|showed the very reverse—it presented the de- 
|fendant in a more odious view, and exhibited the 
ibrightest part of the lady’s character. That the 
recvipt of such a letter, written under such cir- 
| cumstances, was enough to break the heart of any 
jother man. He told the jury that this was the 
|mosi aggravated case which had ever come be- 
fore him, and that it was-their duty to lay a hea- 
vy liand on the defendant. ‘To the honor of a ju- 
ry, composed of the honest yeomanry of the coun- 
try, be it said, they returned to the bar with a 
verdict for the fair plaintiff of five thousand dol- 
lars. 

Breach of Promise of Marriage—tn the report 
of this trial in our paper of yesterday, the names 
of the parties were omitted. Many inquiries have 
been since made respecting them, which it was 
not in our power to answer; but we learn by a 
Johnstown paper now before us, that the name of 
the lady is Miss Lucy tlubbard, of @insjoharie, 
and that of the defendant Dr. John H. Steele, of 
Saratoga.—[ Ed. Alb. D. Adv. 








PkOGRESS OF CRIME. 
From the Charleston City Gazejte of the 14th De- 
cember, 1818. 
HIGHWAY ROBBERY! 

On Saturday last, two men, named Solomon 
Cumbo and Daniel James, were brought before 
J. H. Mitchell, esq. justice of peace, for having 
committed a robbery on the Georgetown road, 
near this town. - ‘Phe subjoined are the particn- 
lars, as they came out on the examination: 

It appears that fuur men, of the names of Dan- 
iel James, John Robinson, and Jim » SCA. 








an of connubial happiness which smiling nope | 
held up to her view, were blasted forever. 
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this city early on Friday evening, in a small boat, 
anid landed opposite the barracks, near Haddrell’s 
Point, where they secured their boat, and left 
her, crossing over, through the woods, to the 
northern post road. Having reached it, they dis- 
guised themselves, by blacking their faces with 
gunpowder, and hanging moss round their hats, 
which hung down over their faces. Soon after 
they arrived at the road, Solomon Cumbo, who 
had been down to market, came up: they stopped 
and robbed him of about 25 dollars During the 
act, Cumbo’s horse took fright, and ran back to 
the Ferry, leaving him with the robbers. They 
took him with them into the bushes, and if the 
evidence of Daniel James is to be relied upon, 
who was admitted as States’ evidence, Cumbe 
joined them in eating and drinking through the 
night and proposed to them that they should 
way-lay the mail, which would pass that spot about 
7 o’clock next morning, and rob it—stating to 
them at the same time, that he left a traveller at 
the Ferry house, who was to come on early in the 
morning, and who had a considerable sum of mo- 
ney with him, of which they might easily become 
possessed.—Ile accordingly blacked his face, as 
the others bad done, and decorated his head with 
moss. When the mail came along in the morn 
ing, in a sulkey, driven by a lad of 15 or 16 years 
old, they all went out into the road, and stopped 
the boy, making some inquiries of him how soon 
the stage from Charleston might be expected 
along, pretending they were desirous of getting a 
posmee in it to Georgetown. They did not take 

old of the horse, although Cumbo advanced very 
near to his head; but one of the sailors told the 
boy they would not trouble him, and he might 
drive on. James, in his -deposition before the 
magistrate, said it was him who gave this order, 
as ‘‘he conceived it would be a pity to rob the 
mail, thereby breaking the chain of correspond- 
ence throughout the Union.” 

Soon after the mail had passed on, the expect- 
ed traveller, mentioned above, rode up—ihey 
stopped him, and, according to their account, 
robbed him of 17 dollars—-when, getting alarmed, 
the four first named retreated through the woods 
to their boat, pushed off, and pulled towards 
James Island. Cumbo immediately went down 
to the Ferry, and informed that he had been rob- 
bed, as above stated, (carefully concealing, howe- 
ver, that he had any agency in the second rob 
bery) and that the robbers were then pulling a. 
cross the harbor for the opposite shore. A fer- 
ry-boat was instantly manned, into which three 
or four public spirited inhabitants of the village 
jumped, and pushed off in pursuit; but before 
they could overtake them, they had. landed on 
James Island, and fied into the bushes. After 
some time spent in the search, one of them, Dan- 
iel James, came out from his hiding place, sup- 
posing they were gone, and was secured. The 
rest have not yet been taken. James immediate- 
ly charged Cumbo, who had also gone in the pur- 
suing boat, with being an accomplice, and with’ 
having recommended the robbery of the mail; 
and this was in part confirmed by the depositlon 
of the post-boy, who described Cumbo as being 
disguised like the others, and of having evinced 
some disposition to stop his horse. On his part, 
however, Cumbo disclaimed all {Intention to par- 
ticipate in the robbery, and asserts that they had 
made a prisoner of him, and compelled him to 
take the part he did in the business, 








[No. 1 
STATISTICS. 
From the Georgia Journal of December 15, 1818 
KEPORT , 


Of the State Commissioners to the Executive Tes * 
lative to the Boundary between this State sad 
the Creek Indians, 

William Rabun, Governor, Ec. of the State of 

Georgia. 

Sin,—The honorable Wilson Lumpkin, United 
States’ commissioner for determining the lines of 
the Creek lands, treated for by general Mitche}] 
in January of the present year, having notified us, 
that he should leave Milledgeville on the 20th ult 
for the purpose of visiting the southern tract, and 
desiguating the boundary between that part of the 
state and the Indians, we accompanied him to 
Fort Hawkins ‘The route by Fort Hawkins was 
adopted, that he might obtain necessary explana. 
tion from the agent, arrange the attendance of the 
Indian commissioners, an interpreter and a mili. 
tary escort. ‘These dispositions being effected 
we lefi Fort Hawkins for Hartford, which place 
we reached on Monday, 23d ult. and were there 
detained until Friday, the Indian deputatton not 
presenting themselves to accompaay us before 
that time. Receiving no intelligence from our 
escort, it was resolved to pursue our course down 
the Ocmulgee without them, leaving directions 
for them to follow us. We crossed the riyer 
about 27 miles below Hartford, piloted by major 
Cothran, a gentleman minutely acquainted with 
the country we were about investigating, Pro- 
gressing about 8 miles further down, brought us 
to a creek; which the Indians had been accuse 
tomed to call the Al-ca-sak-a li-kie, and on which 
thé whites, who explored the country some vears 
back, appeared to have bestowed the name of 
Bighouse creek. This stream, from its position, 
bearings, length and direction of its prongs, and 
indeed in most of its localities and natural circum. 
stances, presents a striking correspondence with 
the signification of its Indian name,* the map for- 
warded from the war department, and with the 
agen’s description; “ the first considerable creek, 
above Blackshear’s road,” given in conversation 
with the United States? commissioner, and _ still 
more particularly in his communication to the ex- 
ecutive of Georgia, under date February 3d, 1818, 
Though these coincidences, and an accumulation 
ot evidence derived from the most respectable 
sources, that this creek, had been commonly men- 
tioned by the Indians as the Al-ca-sak-a-li-kie, 
left no doubt in our own minds of this being the 
identical creek contemplated in the treaty, yet it 
was judged eligible to accompany the Indian com- 
missioners to the one, which they were instructed 
to designate, on the present occasion. They at 
length conducted us to a small water course, 
about 5 miles below Blackshear’s road, presenting 
more the appearance of a gully, or branch, than 
a considerable creek, and bearing so much down 
the river, that a ling passing by its head must in 
tersect the Ocmulgee from 10 to 12 miles below 
the before mentioned road, and informed us that 
this was the Al ca-sak-a-li-kie. Asa line passing 
by any point of this creek would completely de- 
fe»t the objects of the purchase, and its position 
flaily contravened the agent’s criterion of “ the 
first considerable creek above Blackshear’s road,” 

* Al-ca-sa-ka-li-kie, signifies, we are informed, ‘‘a kettle 
boiling in a creck”~ and the creek called by the whites, Big 
house, has several springs, rising from limestone cavities, 


neariy Circular, which imitating torrents of gas, present @ 
striking resemblance to a jarge kettle in a state of ebullition- 
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and had nothing to sustain it but the assertion of 
two Indians, it was necessarily rejected, and after 
a careful examination and research concerning 
the intermediate water courses, we returned to the 
peal Al-ca-sak-a-li kie. The morning on which 
we prepared to ascend this creek, the Indians 
took a friendly leave, alleging they should subject 
themselves to severe punishment, if they counte- 
nanced our proceedings by their presence. “ e 
traced the windings of the creek to its head, dis- 
tant from the mouth, measuring along the course 
about 20, and in a direct line, probably about 14 
or 15 miles. After the necessary preparations 
were made, the line was run and effectually 
marked from the head of Al-ca-sak a li-kie to the 
Ocmulgee—the course north 38 east, the distance 
nine and a fourth miles, striking the river about 
18 miles below Hartford—at this point, consider- 
ing the remarkable circumstance that the Indian 
guard, which was promised for our protection, 
had not made their appearance, and that our pro 

visions were nearly exhausted, and that in 3v or 
A0-miles of our route, there was no reasonable 
prospect of mecting with water, the United States’ 
commissioner, with our concurrence, determined 
to postpone attempting the residue of the line for 
a short period, until he could make arrangeients, 
which must ensure its completion. 

This measure presents no impediment to the 
proceedings of the legislature respecting the land 
compromised, as part of the line is determined and 
the situation of the whole can be exhibited on the 
map with sufficient accuracy. 

We have the honor to be, with high esteem, 
your excellency’s most obedient, &c. 


W um. GREEN, é State Comm’rs. 
Hez, Lucxr, 





From the National Intelligencer. 
BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 

From a further examination of the report, from 
the Treasury Department, respecting the state 
and condition of the Bank of the United States, 
we have gathered a few additional particulars, 
which may be interesting to some of our readers. 
The amount of deposites in the Bank and its 

branches is as follows: 

On account of the Treasurer of 
United States, ' $7,393,417 06 
1,933,173 95 
3,801,911 68 


-Onaccount of collectorsand other 


public officers, 

On account of individuals, 
Total, $13,128,502 69 

Of this amount, $8,490,253 89 is deposited at 
the mother bank. ‘Yo understand the reason of 
this large deposite, it is necessary to state, that 
the moneys deposited in the Bank, its offices and 
agent banks, to the 30th June last, is placed to the 
credit of the Treasurer of the United States, on 
the books of the bank at Philadelphia. The fol 
lowing list shows where the money was deposited 
which composed the ‘Treasnrez’s balance on the 
30th of September: 


At the Bank of the United States $2,500,809 78 


ditto (special) 499,693 69 
Office at Boston 119.764 60 
do. Providence 63,950 70 


do. New York 
dv. Baltimore 
do. Nortoik 

do. Fayetteville 


1,005 896 ou 
165,296 66 
212,929 3K 
66,426 58 
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Office at Charleston 633.839 54 
do. Savannah 164 169 04 
d» Louw: -ville “460 3868 47 


do 


Chilicot 1e 


207.753 32, 


202,936 36 
133.185 38 
157,713 51 


do.  Cinein. «ti 

do. New Orleans 

do. Pittsburg 
Office of the Bank of Virginia, at 

Petersburg 25,755 86 
State Bank of North Carolina, at 

Raleigh, and its branches $10,881 58 - 
Bank of Alexandria 85,467 24 
Nashville Bank 23,978 12 
Bank of Vincennes 105.432 96 
Harrisburg Bank 59,282 44 


Easton Bank 26,503 20 
Bank of Missouri 104.403 33 
Planters’ and Merchants’ Bank, 

Huntsville 124.294 11 
Sundry agent Banks 15,846 61 


e 
—_—— 








: 475,196 68 
Deduct amounts overdrawn by the 
Treasurer United States at— 
Office at Portsmouth $18.594 39 

do. Middletown 53,191 79 

do. Richmond 87,633 23 

do. Lexington 123,694 77 
Trenton Banking 

Company 597 87 





283,712 O05 
Balance of Treasurer’s ac- meee 
count, Sept. 30, $7,191 484 63 
The amounts of debts due “ from banks p.:ying 
specie” to the bank ana its several branches, and 
the notes of banks paying specie on hand, after 
deducting therefrom the amounts due by the bank 
ond its branches to the said banks respectively, is 

thus slated ; 
At Philadelphia, 








$1,745,375 73 


Portsmouth, 19.301 77 
Boston, 271155 66 
Providence, 4,515 64 
Middletown, $7,351 71 
New York, 747,846 48 
Baltimore, 402,969 92 
Washington,* 269,322 77 
Richmond, 81,845 68 
Fayetteville, 99,866 22 
Charleston, 963,219 41 
Savannah, 68 802 85 
Lexington, 415,816 60 
Louisville, 167.556 64 
Chilicothe, 148,9U9 49 
Cincinnati, 845,689 73 
New Orleans, 594,858 44 
Pittsburgh, 186,467 20 


The total amount of debts due to the bank of 
the United States, including the notes of state 
banks, the differences between the balances due 
to and by state banks, and the funded debt part 
of the capital, is stated at $54,964,987 69. 

* To this item the following note is annexed in the Report: 
* The debt due by the Bank of Coinmbia has iateiy been 
transferred to the books of the Bank of the United States at 
Philadeiphia.” 


The following is a letter from the President of 
the Bank of the United States, accompanying the 
report to Congress of the state of the bank, from 
vhich we have already extracted all the tabular 














statements which appeared to be materially im- 
portant: 
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Bank of the United States, Nov 11, 1818. 

Str—I have the honor to transmit the state. | 
ments required by the resolution of the senate of 
the 15th of April, axcopy of which vou were 
pleased to communicate in your letter of the 1ith 
of July last. 

The statements are numbered in the order of 
the several members of the resolution, and the 
details and accompanying remarks, it is consider- 
ed, will render them perfectly intelligible. 

In respect to the payments, made on account 
of the cash part of the second and _ third instal- | 
ments of the capital of the bank, it is impossible | 
to designate the amount actually paid in coin. — 

When the second instalment became due, the! 
bank of the United States was in operation, and | 
had issued a large amount of its notes: bills were 
also discounted, and passed to the credit of indi- 
viduals, and specie received on deposite; there 
fore, the notes of, and checks on the bank, were 
equivalent to specie, and would have drawn out 
the specie to pay the cash part of the instalments, 
if the literal formality of paying in specie had been 
required. The general course pursued by the 
subscribers was to deposite the coi and notes in 
the bank, and draw acheck for the precise a- 
mount of the cash part of the instalment. 

The banks in the principal cities resumed spe 
cie payments on the 20th February, 1817, and the 
third instalment became due on the Ist of July 
following; their notes were, of course, received in 
all payments due to the bank and to the revenue, | 
and also on deposite, for which specie was liable | 
to be drawn; of course, the notes of, and checks | 
on the bank of the United States, and the notes | 
of the banks actually paying specie, were indis. | 
criminately received, with gold and silver, in pay- | 
ment of the cash part of this instalment. 

In the statements exhibiting the debts due to! 
th. bank and its offices, the amount of bills dis- 
counted bears an undue proportion to the relative 
trade and importance of the respective places; 
but the efforts of the board of directors to pro- | 
duce a more equal appomionment have been 
counteracted by circumstances which they could 
not control, the origin of which may be referred 
to the state of the currency, and of domestic ex- 
change, at the period immediately preceding the 
establishment of the bank; the consequence of | 
which are yet visible in the monied operations of 
those places. 

The funds of the cities east of Philadelphia, de 
rived from the sale of their important commodi- 
ties, had been suffered to accumulate during the 
Jate war, and, until the establishment of tne bank, 
chiefly in the cities of Philadelphia and Baltimore, 
to an immense amount, in anticipation of that e- 
vent, and the prospects entertained of the conse- 
quent improvement in the currency. The pub- 
he revenue had also ageumulated in the middle 
and western sectifns of the United States, to the 
amount of many millions, particularly ia the banks 
of Philadelphia, Ualtimore, and the districi of Co- 
lumbia: and the banks of those places were great 
ly indebted to those to the eastward of them, re 
spectively 

Shortly after this period, as you will reco'lect 
sir, the banks of New York, Philadelphia, Balu 
more, and Virginia, agreed to resume specie pa 
ments on the 2Uth of February, under a speci 
agreemient with the bank of the United State 
which, 1 order to bring about this desirable an 
indispensable event, enguged its credit and re- 











Wo. 
sources in protecting the debtor banks, and in ji. 
quidating these immense balances, by actual pe. 


mittances to the eustward, in specie and bills at 
par, asthe only possible means of maintaining 


what had been so happily begun. In the mean 
time, the public deposites in the banks of those 


places, which had been transferred to the bank of & 


the United States, and the revenue subsequently 
collected in the same, were chiefly expended in 
the cities east of the Susquehanna. 

These civcumstances have constantly maintain. 
ed s» great a demand for exchange in the eastern 
c ties, that the directors have been unable to ex. 


|| tend the discount at the offices at New Vork and 


Boston, as they have earnestly desired to do, with. 
out getting into debt to the banks of those places, 
and incurring the immediate liability to a demand 
of payment in specie, of the large importations of 
which, by the bank of the United States at a great 
expense, not one dollar has been expended south 
or west of Philadelphia. It is a fact, corroborated 
by the experience of all banks, that their opera. 
tions must necessarily be regulated by thosé of 
the banks in their immediate vicinity, otherwise, 
those which are most prudent or parsimonious, 
wili become the creditors of those who are the 
most liberal or extravagant; the consequence of 
which is, an immediate specie responsibility. The 
bank of the United States and its offices do not 
form an exception to this rule, and facts have de. 
monstrated, that a bank of very limited résources, 
governed by an avaricious policy, and app!ying 
its means, not to the purpose of public accommo. 
dation, but to the traffic in specie, by collecting 
the bills of other banks, drawing out the specie 
for sale, and repeating the operation daily, may 
subject the largest capital to incessant contribu. 
tion. It is conceived, that what has been said will 
satisfactorily prove, that the bank of the United 
States could not remit and liquidate debts of the 
southern, western, and middle sections, to the 
easiern cities, and, at the same time, loan a large 
additional capital to the latter: and that, if the lat. 
ter have not participated in the loans of the bank, 
in proportion to their great wealth and commerce, 
they have at least derived as substantial benefits 
from the operations of the bank, as any other sec- 
tion of the Union 

in regard to the discount on bills, secured by 
the pledge of ,public and corporate stocks, it is 
respectfully observed, that these loans originated 
in the sudden redemption of § 13,000,000, of the 
sunded debt, part of the capital of the bank, with 
the public funds which had been transferred to 
the bank in the manner represented. 

This event took place a few manths after the 
bank bad commenced its operations, when few of 
i's offices were in operation, and while the cit 
c.unstances of the institution precluded the possi 
bility of an equitable distribution of its capital. 

It, therefore, became a desirable object to em- 
ploy this capital for the benefit of the institution, 
vituout de ay, and the only question which the 
cise appeared to involve, was, whether the loans 
xtcht tobe made on the collateral security of 
»iblic and corporate stocks, o: on the more pre- 

a:luus security of mere personal responsibility, 
vnere that species of accommodation di! not ape 
sar to admit of so great an extension. The 

yard determined upon the former course, and 

veeeded to discount bills on the pledge of 
tuck, without regard to persons or place, and ine 
discriminaiely to the extent which it was olfered, 


x 
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and of course the greatest loans have been Where 
the greatest amount of stock was held. The 
whole amount of the loans on pledged stock of 
every description, have not at any time reached, 
by two millions, the amount of funded debt re 
deemed by the government, although the original 
amount of the funded debt part of the capital of 
the bank, was intended to have been $28,000 000 
To have loaned these funds in New York andj 
Boston, would have required their previous con- | 
yersion into specie, or the funds o/ those cities, 
which, from the course of exchange, and the ex 
traordinary demand for specie, was impracticable; 
and, to have denvanded the immediate payment | 
of specieglue by the banks in Philadelphia, Bal-| 
timore, District of Columbia, and the western: 
country, would have been to require impossibili- 
ties. The funds were, therefore, loaned where 
they were current, and in their operation pro 
duced the gradual diminution of the debts due 
by the banks in those places, to the bank of the 
United States, which they had not the ability to 
discharge, in specie, on demand. The reason 
why no part of the coin in possession or the 
bank, is exhibited in the statement No 2, of tue 
existing capital of the bank, is assigned in the 
note annexed to that statement; »ut the whole 
amount of specie in the bank and its offices at 
that time, was $2,815,208 96, as exhibited in the 
general statement rendered to the department. 
The crisis in which the directors of the bank of 
the United States have acted, has been one of pe- 
culiar delicacy and difficulty. The policy and ef- 
fect of their administration, cannot be appreciated 
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Masters for service 643—142 empld. 


Physicians 16 
Surgeons retired 71 
Surgeons for service 931—142 do. 
Assistant surgeons 367—161 do., 
Dispensers of hospitals 19 
Hospital mates 6 
Pursers 815—Ib do. 
Chaplains 51—16 do. 
Ships of various descriptions in 

commission 


UPPER CANADA. 


From Montreal, Dec. 12, 1818.—We find an act 
has passed settling the rates and duties on arti- 
cles imported from the United States into Upper 
Canada, ‘The following are a few of the articles 
enumerated as subject to duty: 


Beer, Ale, or Porter in casks, 6d per gallon. 
Beer, Ale, or Porter in bottles, 9d per gallon. 
Cable and tarred rope, 2d per pound. 
Cordage untarred. 2d per pound. 
Piaving cards, ls per pack. 
Tallow candles, 5d per pound. 
Cider, 5s per bbl of 36 gallons. 
Sole leather, 3d per pound. 
Calf skins, and other skins, dressed as upper 
leather, Is 3d per pound. 
Harness leather, 4d per pound. 
Nails, ld per pound 
Salt, 6d per bushel of 37 pounds. 
Snuff. 2¢ per pound. 
Manufactured tobacco, 5d per pound. 
And all other goods, wares, or merchandise, 
not herein before enumerated, the growth, pro- 





by any abstract view of any single measure: it 
must be taken in connexion with every other 
which it involves. They have earnestly endeavor- 
ed to promote the interests of the public and of 
the institution, but they disc!aim the presumption 
that would exempt them from error. 

I have the honor to remain, with great respect, 
sir, your obedient servant, 

WM. JONES, President. 

The hon. Wm H Crawford, 

Secretary of the Treasury, Washington City. 


GREAT BRITAIN, 
The list of the British navy, corrected up to the 
30th September, contains the following officers, 
&c. 











Admiral of the fleet, 1 
Red 17 
. White 16 
Admirals of the Blue 17 
2 employed. 
Kked 28 
Vice Admirals of thes White il 
Blue 19 
Red 25—1 do. 
Rear Admirals of thes White 24—5 do. 
Blue 23—5 do. 
183 13 
Superannuated Rear Admirals 26 
‘ditto. and retired captains 29 
Captains 852—62 do. 
Commanders 789—56 do. 
Lieutenants retired with the 
rank of Commander 7 
Lieutenants 5923—404 do. 
Superannuated masters 48 


duce, and manufacture of the United States of A- 
merica, a duty of ten pounds for every hundred 
pounds, ad valorem, on the said goods, wares, and. 
merchandise, being the growth, produce, or mas 
nufactures of the said United States of America, 





HOME AFFAIRS. 
PENNSYLVANIA, 


Harrisburg, Dec. 3, 1818 —This day, at twelve 
o’clock, the Governor transmitted to both Houses 
of the Legislature, by the Secretary of the Com- 
monwealth, the following. 

MESSAGE: 
To the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
Fellow Citizens, 

The beneficence of Divine Providence con- 
tinues to be extended to our country in the ge- 
neral diffusion of health, the blessings of peace, 
and the abundant fruits of the earth, and demands 
our devout acknowledgments. 

In observing the federal administration pursu- 
ing an enlightened and impartial course of policy, 
neither indulging ambition, nor evincing timidity; 
ready to do justice io other nations, and to redress 
the wrongs «nd maintain the rights and indepen. 
dence of our own; and as public agents of Pennsyl- 
vania, witnessing the protection every worthy man 
enjoys in his person, his religion, his labor, and 
his property, and tracing the gradual extension 
of her settlements, and the rapid progress of in- 
‘ernal improvements; a fair occasion is presented | 
to. us for mutual congratulation. 

This period of tranquillity and prosperity af. 
tords an opportunity, and strongly invites us to 
persevere in the measures that have been com.’ 
menced, and to adopt such others as may be deem. 
ed necessary for the promotion of the happiness 
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of the people; the true and legitimate end of a 
republican goverument. To the attainment of 
this, the establishment of a system of education, 
as enjoined by the constitution, is essential, and 
has been but partially complied with. It is a fac 
of general notoriety, that there is not a seminary 
of learning im the interior of the state, in which 
the preparatory education considered by several 
sects of christians as indispensable to the licensing 
a preacher of the Gospel, or which is necessary 
for the higher branches of mechanics, can be ac 
quired. Of course many of our youth who have 
those pursuits in view, as weil as others who are 
desirous of obtaining a liberal education, resort 
to the colleges of our sister states; thereby add 
jng to the expense of tieir coilegiate education 
and withdrawing the amount of in from the circu- 
jating medium of our own state, The cause of 
religion, therefore, the interests of general sci- 
ence, and of the useful and ornamental arts, as 
well as the principles of economy, urge me to 
suggest for your consideration, either the reliev- 
ing of Dickinson College, at Carlisle, from its pe 
cuniary embarrassments, so as to enable it to re 
sume its functions on a secure and respectable 
basis; or, what might be more conducive to the 
credit of the commonwealth, and to the public 
benefit, the consolidating the funds and interests 
of two or more of our literary institutions, under 
such modifications as they would approve, and es- 
tablishing an university in a central part of the 
state. An institution of this nature, shoukl be en- 
dowed in such a manner that the tutors or pro 
fessors may not be entirely dependent on the 
casual profit of tuition, er the number of students, 
which might operate against the maintenance of 
good order and discipline, nor yet so liberally that 
they would have no motive lefi for individual ex- 
ertion; and its departments should be so arranged 
that the different grades of education, from the 
rudiments of grammar, to the highest scientific 
anil professional learning, might be attained. 

To provide for the education of the poor, gra- 
tuitously, is also a duty equally imperative and 
jmportant. This subject has at different periods 
occupied the attention of the legislature: but the 
measures hitherto adopted, have not proved com- 
mensurate with the laudable motives by which 
they were dictated. The diversity of languages, 
taught in the state, with other circumstances, pre 
sent great difficulties in establishing a general! 
system, that would be wholly free from objection; | 
but, I trust, they are not insurmountable. Con 
centrating, as you do, a knowledge of the local 
situation, and views of the people in every quar- 
ter of the state, aided by the light derived from 
experiments made by your predecessors, you must 
be competent, and, [ trust. desirous, to devise a 

stem that will accommodate the wants, and fa- 
vor the wishes of every section of the common- 
wealth. Arduous and difficult as the task may 
he, its performance would bring with it an.ample 
reward. Education has such an influence in im- 
proving and expanding the intellectual powers, 
and in infusing into youthful and untainted minds, 
correct ideas of religion, justice and honor, that 
evimes are not so frequently associated with it as 
with ignorance and debasement of mind, The 
general dissemination of information, by enabling 
gii to become acquainted with their duties and 
Tights, tends to prevent the commission of crimes. 
ao effect not to be expected from penal law 

sisac. It may indeed be questioned, how far it 








is correct in a government to punish offences 
vithout making an effort to enable the people tg 
acquire a knowledge of the laws and their rela. 
ive duties in society. ; 

The defects in the administration of civil jus. 
tice continue to be a topic of complaint. Wheth. 
er this arises from radical errors in the o 
‘ion of the whole, or any part of our j 
system, or from the rules of practice adopted 
der it; the true cause ought to be sought, anda 
proper remedy afforded. It must be obvious, 
that, however equitable and salutary our laws mg 
de, their beneficial effects may be greatly dimia. 
ished, unless wur public tribunals, by whatever 
name they may be calicd, be organized ¥ sucha 
fore, and their proceedings reguiated tm sucha 
manner, that they may expeditiously and satisfac. 
torily apply the provisions of the laws to the cases 
that arise under them. 

The delays incident to the prosecution of suits 
to a final determinetion, amount, in some instan. 
ces, nearly to a denial of justice. It is ascertain. 
ed, from authentic sources, that one hundred and 
seventy suits in error are now pending before the 
supreme court, the period of the decision of which 
is so distant and uncertain, that the procrastina 
tion may prove ruinous to many worthy suitors, 
As a remissness of duty has not been alleged or 
insinuated against the judges of the court, this 
serious and growing evil must be attributed to 
some other cause, which it is worthy the wisdom 
of the legislature to trace, and their duty to re. 
move. 

As agriculture and manufactures are the great 
sources of wealth, and the only solid foundation 
of our comforts and independence, they are par. 
ticularly entitled to the fostering care of govern. 
ment. ‘The power of cherishing and protectin 
manufactures, on an extended scale, or bepeal 
those of the household directly connected with 
agric.lture, belongs more immediately to the ge- 
neral, than the state government. Agriculture, 
the basis of manufattures, and the most essential 
of all the arts to the general welfare, is fully with. 
in the scope of our constitutional powers to aid 
and encourage, and has a strong clain to legisla. 
tive patronage. Pennsylvania, from the free prin. 
ciples of her political institutions, her genial cli. 
mate, the fertility of hersoil, and the enterprize 
of her citizens, without having received any di- 
rect support from the government, more than the 
common protection aflorded to labor and proper. 
ty, deservedly sustains the character of an agri- 
cultural state. The knowiedge, however, of the 
art of husbandry, may be improved; and it is not 
only the interest, but should be the pride, of the 
representatives of an agricultural people, to pro- 
mote its advancement. ‘Though the art may be 
enlightened and assisted by science, it is not from 
speculation and theories alone, but from various 
and repeated experiments, together with close 
observation, that a proper knowledge of it is to 
be attained. The expense of making such expe- 
riments, frequently uncertain in their results, few 
individuals have the ability or inclination.to en- 
counter. It might theretore be advantageous, if. 
the commonwealth were to purchase within her 
limits, several smail farms, situated in different 
latitudes and embracing various qualities of soil, 
wid place them undcr the superintendence of 

ards of managers, or voluntary societies, forme 

i for the purpose, with directions respectively: 
to make experiments of the eflects of native ma- 
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nures; of the different modes of tillage; of the cul 

tivation of grains and grasses; of breeding domes- 
tic animals; of rearing fruit trees; of the preserva- 
tion of frujts; of the utility of newly invented im 

plements of husbaniry, intended to facilitate or 
abridge labor; f the cheapest and most durable 
mode of fencing; and whaccver else may be con 

nected with agriculture; and p-riodically to pub 

lish the results, with observations tiereon. ; the 
expenses of such estabhshments.would be trivial, 
wheg compared with the knowledge that might 
be thereby acquired and diiFused on a subject in 
which every citizen is deeply inter sted. 

To encourage and stimutate industry, the great 
spring of the improvemen® aad extension of agri- 
culture, easy and safe channels of transportation 
for the products of the soli to a certain market, 
are indispensable —By the bounty of former le- 
gislutures, and the meritorious exertions of com- 

anies incorporated for the purpose, about nine 
Pondired and eighty miles of turnpike road have 
been completed, and ntimerous elegant and sub 
stantial bridges erected across our principa 
streams. But much still remains to be perform. 
ed; The completion of roads, that are now from 
want of funds progressing slowly under the di- 
rection of companies, might, by an accession there 
to, be accelerated, and the pubiic interest pro- 
moted. 


Internal navigation affords the cheapest, the | 


most certain, and the most expeditious mode of 
transportation; yet there has not been much ef- 
fected towards its iinprovement, notwithstaading 
the number, relative situations and diversified 
courses of our streams, are admirably well caicu- 
lated for the purpose When vou reflect on the 
laudable spirit of enterprize, displayed on this in- 
teresting subject, by some of our neignboring 
states, lam persuaded you will-concur with me 
in the opinion, that to avail ourselves of the be- 
nefits that may be derived from our local posi- 
tion, and the other natural advantages which we 
possess, a general and comprehensive system for 
the iniprovement of our internal navigation ought 
to be adopted; and that after a proper plah of 
operations is maturely formed, it should be uni- 
formly adhered to and steadily prosecuted. 

The idea of connecting the western waters of 
the Ohio and the great Lakes with the tide water 
of the Delaware, at or near the city of Philadel- 
phia, has been often suggested, and many beheve 
it to be practicable. There is no object of public 
improvement more worthy the energies and en: 
terprize of the legislature, and the active industry 
of the citizens, or one that when accomplished 
woukt be productive of more beneficial conse 
quences. It would link together, and facilitate 
the intercourse between the various parts of our 
territory; be invaluable, in every point of view, in 
time of peace; and, during w.r, enable us to 
transport our means of defence or annoyance to 
any part of the state with expedition and safety, 
The celerity with which the Schuylkill Navigation 
€ompany has progressed in their undertaking, 
promises au earlier completion of it than was an 
ticipated; and furnishes probable evidence of the 
utility of their plan for improving the navigation 
of rivers. The Union Can:l Company have re 
céntly ascertained, from accurate levels taken, 
that a sufficiency of water is attainable on tie 
summit level between the Schuylkill and Susque 





hanna, to supply a canal of proper dimenstons; 
which warrants the expectation that a water com- 
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munication can be eected from the mouth of the 

Nulpehocken on the Scinuylkill, to the mouth of 
Swatava on the Susquehanna, which some had 

hitherto deemed impracticable, It is alleged that 

t.ose two rivers may be also connected by a canal 

fom Mill Creek, at the head ofthe Schuylkill, to, 
a certain point on the Susquehanna. ~~ 

It has been likewise said by a skilful engineer, 
that a canal could be made, leading from the Sus- 
qiuchanna at tie towu of Columbia by the city of 
Lancaster, to the waters of the Delaware. If the 
Delaware, by means of tie Schuytkil!, or other- 
wise, can be united with the waters of the Sus-« 
quehanna, jt produces a powerful incentive for 
connecting tie latter with the Allegany; whicir is 
considered practicable by various routes.—ist. 
By the Frankstown branch of Juniata, and the 
Conemaugh: 2d, Sineemahoning and ‘Toby’s 
creek: 3d, By the north branch of Sinnemahon- 
ing and a stream that flows into the Allegany, de- 
signated in its vicinity by the name of Potato 
creek: 4th, by Pine creek, which approaches 
near to the sources of the Allegany. It is also 
considered practicable to connect the waters of 
Lake Erie with those of the Allegany river, by 
French creek, or by the Chetaque lake and Cone- 
wango creek. If the latter route should be pre- 
ferred, the previous consent of the state of New 
York would be necessary; which, from her known 
liberatity, could doubtless be obtained. Ia some, 
ant perhaps in all of these routes, short portages 
might be necessary. It is, however, said, with 
some degree of confidence, by those who have a 
local knowledge of the country and the different 
streams, that a water communication may be open- 
ed from Philadelphia to Lake Erie, without the 
interruption of a single portage. The waters of 
the Potomac, as a branch of this great system of 
water communication, might also be connected 
witn the Susquehanna by means of the Coneco- 
cheague and the Conedoguinet creeks; the Cone- 
cocheaugue being tributary to the Potomac, and 
navigable, at certain seasons, up to and within 
the limits of our state. 

The distance from the Susquehanna at Harris. 
burgh, to the point at which the Conecocheague 
crosses the line between Maryland and Pennsyl- 
vania, is about 65 miles, and the ground remarka. 
bly level. I have also understood from sources 
entitled to respect, that those rivers might be 
connected east of the South Mountain, by the 
Monocosey, and Conewago, the head waters of 
which nearly overlock. It is obvious, that the 
connexion of these rivers between any of the 
points, would draw some of the products of two 
of our sister states, and of several counties in our 
own state, which now finda market elsewhere, to 
the city of Philadelphia, so long as that city main- 
tains her ascendency in capital over the southern 
seaports. ‘Fhe improvement of the navigation of 
the rivers referred to, with their tributary streams, 
within the jurisdiction of the state, as far up and 
as near to their sources as possible, would form 
an essential part of the general system, and wide- 
ly diffuse the advantages resulting from it 

In presenting a view of this extensive system of 
internal improvement, for your consideration, I 
ain aware, that if approved of, it cannot, from our 
present resources, be immediately accomplished: 
but as a measure preparatory to its commence- 
ment, which may take place at no distant period, 
it might be proper, as it woukl require but a 





small appropriation, to appoint skilful engineers; 
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to take the surveys and levels of the waters, so 
far as may be necessary on the routes referred to, 
or on others that may be suggested, from the De- 
Jaware to lake Erie; by which the relative prac- 
ticability and expense of improving the navigation 
by the different routes, may be ascertained, the 
most eligible one selected, and the prosecution of 
the work authorized. The magnitude of the un- 
dertaking would necessarily attract an accession 
of mechanica! and common labor from other states 
and countries; and it might therefore be accom- 

lished without injuring our agriculture, and other 

ranches of industry, by withdrawing workmen 
from those pursuits. 

We liave no data at present for estimating the 
expense of completing the system. It is, howe- 
ver, probable, that it would exceed what could be 
expected to be paid by companies associated. for 
the purpose, together with any sum that could be 
advanced from the ordinary funds of the common 
wealth; and that to render efficient aid to the 
companies that might embark in the measure, it 
would be necessary to create a distinct revenue, 
and pledge ét for the payment of the stock that 
the state might subscribe. 

The incorporation of companies for carrying on 
internal improvements has been objected to; but 
it is dificult to devise a better, or more effectual 
plan for the purpose. As they are alreadv nume- 
rous, and their number is annually increasing, ap 
prehensions are entertained that they may, by 
combining together, acquire a dangerous influ- 
ence: it might therefore be proper, in order to 
allay these apprehensions, as well as from other 
consklerations, to create a fund, and periodically 
apply its proceeds to the purchasing the interests 
of some of the companies in these-improvements 
They might then either be used by the public, 
free of expense, or tolls collected for the com- 
monwealth, as the state of her finances might jus- 
tify and the wisdom of the legislature direct. 


Since the adjourfment of the last legislature, 1 
have received communications from the governors 
of Virginia and Kentucky, enclosing resolutions of 
their respective states, in relation to the appoint- 
ment of commissioners for examining the obstruc- 
tions to the navigation of the river Ohio between 
the city of Pittsburgh and Shipping port, of which 
the commissioner, appointed by your predeces- 
sors for a similar purpose, was immediately noti- 
fied. But the season was then too far advanced 
to proceed in the business; and I am informed ar- 
rangements will be made to prosecute it early in 
the next summer. 


I have also received a communication from the 
board of commissioners, appointed by an act of 
the legislature of Kentucky, entitled “ An act to 
incorporate the Kentucky Ohio Canal Company,” 
requesting a subscription on behalf of this com- 
monwealth in the stock of the company, with a 
eopy of the act referred to. The act directs that 


five hundred shares of the stock of the company | 
be reserved for the state of Pennsylvania, and a| 


like number for each of the states of Virginia, 
Kentucky, Ohio, and of the United States. The 
completion of the contemplated canul, so as to 
afford a safe navigation past the falls of the river 
Ohio, near Louisville, would be peculiarly advan- 
tageous to a great portion of Pennsylvania, as weil 
as the three states that have been meniioned. 
We have therefore the inducement of interest, 
stiinulated by a just spirit of emulation, to contri- 





bute a proportionable share for the promotion of. 
the undertaking. 

The secretary will lay before you copies of the 
act, with the communications and resotutions re. 
ferred to: also a copy of a communi 
the governor of the state Of Mississippi, 
aid for the Natchez hospital, accompanied 
copy ofa resolution of the legislature of thats 
on the subject Ee 

The utility of the arbitration system has bee 
tested; and the advantages resulting from it gen. 
erally admitted. These advantages may be in. 
creased by occasionally reviewing and modifying 
such of its provisions as experience may have 
shown to be necessary. The present laws on the 
subject contain no authority, without the consent 
of the parties to a suit, to supply vacancies occa. 
sioned by the death of arbitrators. This omission 
is frequently injurious to one or other of the par. 
ties: The defendant is required to enter special 
bail on the appeal from the awards of arbitrators, 
which bail is not liable for the payment of the 
debt, if the sum recovered in court be less than 
the amount of the award. Justice would require 
that the reduction of the award should not dimi. 
nish the plaintiff’s security for the payment of the 
sum legally ascertained to be due him. 

The laws respecting marriages may deserve the 
attention of the legislature. The mode of con. 
tracting Marriages is so various and unsettled, that 
sometimes disagreeable consequences result from 
it. * Many of them are uncertain in the public eye 
and often incapable of proof. As they are the 
basis of our laws of descent and inheritance, the 
importance of which is daily increasing, from the 
extension of population and the accumulation of 
wealth, it is necessary for their due administration 
that marriages be celebrated in a regular manner, 
easily complied with, and susceptible of ready 
proof. It is therefore submitted for your consider. 
ation, that, while the soiemnization of marriages by 
any religious society, agreeably to their respective 
rules, be as at present sanctioned by law, the form 
and manner by Which the civil authority shall ce. 
lebrate them, might be more clearly defined and 
better regulated; and whether it would not con« 
tribute to the good order and strength of society, 
if all marriages were directed to be registered in 
the proper county, within a certain period after 
their celebration. It may be proper also to men- 
tion the practice of granting licenses for the ce. 
lebration of marriages, on payment of certain fees 
to the state. 

This practice originated in other countries, and 
was introduced into Pennsylvania as one of the 
perquisites of the proprietary governors and their 
secretaries. The power of issuing them has not 
been continued by any positive law, but is recog. ° 
nized in several of our acts of asSembly. The 
term license, implies a power to prevent; which 
ought not to be applied to the enjoyment of a 
natural right. The government may modify and 
regulate its exercise, but cannot claim the autho- 
rity to prohibit it. ‘Though marriages may be le- 
gally celebrated without hcenses from the state, 
still, as the recognition of the power of granti 
such jicenses, implies the power to Fithhold 
them, it might be proper to abolish them altoge- 
ther. 

The laws for the suppression of vice and im- 
morality, will admit of some beneficial alterations 












and additions; and particularly that of providing 
more eilectually for theif due execution, Is 
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roper also to remark, that much inconvenience 
annually arises from the late promulgation and 
distribution of the laws. It is a ground of com. 

laint, that many of them are In force before the 
people have av opportunity of knowing their pio- 
monn not aware that the principles of our penal 
code require, at present, any material change 
The punishment, however, of kidnapping, is not 

roportioned to the offence, and requires to be 
increased. In connection with this subject I have 
to observe, that it is usual to take colored per- 
sons in numbers chained together through our 
state, and especially the south western parts of it, 
without inquiry being made into the cause or ob 
ject of the procedure. ‘his practice affords in- 
‘ducements to the comniission of the crime, and 
facilities in escaping from detection 

In May last information was communicated by 
the major of ordnance of the United States, at the 
city of Pittsburgh, that he was prepared to deliver, 
at any point on the western waters, upon a requt- 
sition being made, artillery, with their carriages 
and implements complete, muskets, rifles, swords 
and pistols, in such number and proportion as 
might be required, not exceeding the quota due 
to Pennsylvania under the act of congress for 
arming and ecuipping the whole body of the mi 


litia. The arsenal at Meadville was not then 


completed; and there being no other place on 
the western waters where they could be conve 
niently received, he was requested to retain them 
in his possession for a limited time. The arsenal 
has since been completed, and it kelongs to the 
legislature to direct the proportion of the enu- 
merated articles* that it would be proper for the 
state to receive. 

Some of the arms that may be directed to be 
collected and deposited in the arsenal at Mead 
ville as well as those which are now in the state 
arsenals at Philadelphia and Harrisburgh, require 
repairs, for which an appropriation is necessary. 

The last enrolment of our militia exhibits the 
number of one hundred and eighteen thousand and 
sixteen, ready to be called into the public service, 
whenever the exigencies of the country may re- 
quire it. To avert the danger and supercede the 
necessity of standing armies, the auspicious season 
of peace might be profitably embraced to amend 
the defects of our militia system. 

’ Copies will be laid before you of resolutions 
adopted by the legislatures of Connecticut, New 
York, New Hampshire and Mississippi, relative to 
amendments to the constitution of the United 
States, which have been transmitted to me by the 
governors of those states, 

The duties enjoined upon the executive by the 
laws of the iast session of the legislature, or that 
have otherwise occurred, have been performed, 
or are in atrain of execution. 

It is, however, with regret 1 have to state, that 
the medals directed to be procured, and present- 
ed tocommodore Perry and his associates in arms, 
are not completed. To apprise you fully of the 
circumstances which havedelayed their execution, 
the secretary will lay before you copies of the 
cerrespondence on the subject, which passed du- 
ring the recess of the legislature. 

The accounting officers will shortly deliver to 
you, agreeably to law, a detailed statement of the 
finances of the commonwealth. ‘The revenues, if 
their sources remain undisturbed, will be sufficieni 
to defray the expenses of the government, sustain 
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the plighted faith of the commonwealth, liberally 
patronise agriculture and education, and aid in- 
ternal improvement of every description, with the 
exception of an extensive system. of inland navi- 
gation, for which a provision has been suggested. 

As, however, the periods of making demands 
on the treasury for appropriations for some. of 
those objects, are contingent and irregular, it 
may be occasionally necessary, as. heretofore, to 
negotiate temporary loans, in order to enable the 
commonwealth to fulfill her engagements. The 
legislature at their last session made provision for 
such contingencies; and in pursuance of the act 
of the 25d of March last, I negotiated a loan of 
5v,000 dollars in the month of April, and another 
of the like sum in the month of November, with 
the Philadelphia Bank, at 5 per cent. interest; 
both. pavable within four years from the dates of 
the loans, in such instalments as the finances of 
the commonwealth might justify. Whether it 
may be necessary to make further loans under the 
authority of the act referred to, within the period 
which it prescribes, depends on circumstances 
which cannot be foreseen or controlled 

Many of the materials that have been collected, 
for the erection of the capitol at Harrisburgh, may 
be injured by time; and with all the vigilance that 
has been exercised for their preservation, they 
have been gradually wasting I would, therefore, 
with deference to the judgment of the legislature, 
recommend their being applied to the object for 
which they were originally intended. 

‘The trust confided to the legislative and execu- 
tive departments, is arduous, and imposes high 
responsibilities. In the discharge of our respect- 
ive duties, it is incumbent on us, without aban- 
duning political principle, to endeavor to allay 
th: asperities of party rancor, and to inculcate, 
by the example of our personal intercourse, by 
private and public acts, the principles of benevo- 
lence and harmony, the solace and happiness of 
social life. 

By pursuing a policy thus magnanimous, and 
divesting ourselves of every feeling in our official 
career, but that of zeal to promote the welfare 
and prosperity of our country, we cannot fail, 
under the favor of Providence, to continue a great 
and happy people, and transmit to posterity the 
distinguished blessings we enjoy. 

WILLIAM FINDLAY, 

Harrisburgh, December 3d, 1818. 


Congress of the United States. 
SENATE. 
Thursday, December 24. 

Mr. Sanford presented the’ memorial of the 
New York society for promoting the manumis- 
sion of slaves, and protecting such of them as 
have been or may be liberated; which was read 
and referred to the committee on the subject of 
slaves. 

Mr. Williams, of Mississippi, reported, without 
amendment, the bill for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Alexander Montgomery, de- 
ceased. 

The bill making appropriations for the support 
of the navy for 1819, and the bill for the relief of 
Renner and Heath, were read a second time and 
committed ‘ 

The resolution instructing the committee on 
public lands to inquire into the expediency of 
granting to the state ef Mississippi certain por- 
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tions of the public lands for certain purposes, wus 
agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Noble, it was 

Resolved, ‘That the secretary of the treasury be 
directed to lay before the senate information re 
lative to the effect of the act to suspend for a li- 
mited time the sale or forfeiture of lands, of the 
18th of April last, upon the reccipts into the trea 
sury, and the probable effect of continuing in 
force the act aforesaid for one year, with a condi- 
tion that if the purchasers complete their pay 
ments on or before the expiration of the period 
aforesaid, interest shall only be required on the 
instalments due, from the time thai they become 
due until paid. 

The engrossed bill for the relief of Aquila 
Giles, was read a third time, passed, and sent to 
the House of Representatives f'.r concurrence. 

Monday, December 28. 
* The Senate were occupied, the principal part 
of the day, on executive business, always transac- 
ted with closed doors. The legislative business 
was of minor interest—the bill providing for the 
admission of Alabama into the Union, and the 
other matters of interest, being deferred to fu 
ture days. 

Tuesday, December 29. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, transmitting the documents re- 
specting our relations with Spain, requested by 
the resolution of the Senate of the 17th instant, 
(the same as those transmitted to the other 
Ilouse)' which message was read, arid with the 
documents referred, and 500 copies thereof, or- 
dered to be printed. 

Wednesday, December 30. 

Mr. Tait submitted the following resolution for 
consideration: 

Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs 
be instsucted to inquire into the expediency of 
authorizing by law the purchase of live oak timber 
suitable for building sloops of war, or other small 
vessels necessary for the naval service. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
following resolution, offered by Mr. Roberts on 
the 29th inst. and agreed thereto: 

Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs 
be and they are hereby instructed to inquire 
whether the rules, regulations, and instructions 
for the naval service of the United States, com- 
municated to the Senate by the message of the 
President, of the 20th April last, are conformable 
to the provisions of the act, ent*.ed “an act to 
alter and amend the several acts for establishing a 
navy department,” by adding thereto a board of 
navy commissioners; and whether or not they in- 
eonveniently interfere with other acts of Con- 
a relating to the naval establishment, and how 

r they may appear to be expedient; and also 
whether any, and, ifany, what legislative provi- 
sion may be necessary to give them the force and 
effect of law. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday, December 24. 

Mr. Poindexter, from the committee on public 
lands, reported a bill supplementary to the act 
admitting the state of Indiana into the Union; 
which was twice read and committed. 

On motion of Mr. B. Smith, the committee of 
ways and means were instructed to inquire into 

the expediency of authorizing, by law, the com- 
missioner of the revenue to appoint an agent in 
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each of the counties of the several states, to 

ceive the tax due thereon to the general geal: 
ment, on lands which are or may be sold for the 
non payment of the said tax. & 

On motion of Mr. Pindall, the committee on Be 
roads and canals were instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of completing the road from Cum. e 
berland to Wheeling. ‘= 

On motion of Mr. Pleasants, the naval commit. ? 
tee were instructed to inquire into the Propriety iy 
of authorizing, by law, the purchase of the timber, 
particularly live oak, necessary for building twen. t 
ty sloops or other small vessels of war. 

On motion of Mr. Lincoln, the committee on 
Indian affairs was instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of providing, by law, that it be the 
duty of the several public agents employed by the 
United States to transact business with the Indidy 
tribes to obtain all the information in their power 
relative to the population, manners and customs, 
history, languages, or any thing peculiar to said 
tribes, and report the same annually to the Secre. 
tary of War. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the committee on Pen. 
sions and Revolutionary Claims were instructed to 
inquire into the expedtency of making compensa. 
tion to Reuben Colburn, for boats and other sup. 
plies, furnished, by the authority of Gen. Wash. 
ington, to the expedition under the command of 
Col. Arnole, at the time it ascended the Kenne- 
beck river, in 1775, and that the documents for. 
warded by the claimants be referred to the said 
cominittee. 

On motion of Mr. Cobb, it was 

Reselved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to cause to be laid before this 
House, if in his opinion the same should not be 
inconsistent with the public interest, copies of the 
correspondence, if any, between the Department 
of War and the Governor of Georgia, in answer 
to the letter of the latter to the former, dated on 
the first of June in the present year, communi- 
cated to this House on the 12th instant, and also 
the correspondence, if any, between the Depart. 
ment of War and General Andrew Jackson, in an- 
swer to the letter of the latter, of the date of 7th 
May, 1818, also communicated vo this House on 
the 12th instant. 

The engrossed bill to authorize the payment, in 
certain cases, on account of ‘Treasury Notes which 
have been lost or destroyed, and the engrossed 
bill authorizing the election of a Delegate from the 
Michigan territory to the Congress of the United 
States, and extending the right of suffrage to the 
citizens of the said territory, were read a third 
time, passed and sent tothe Senate. 

The engrossed bill for the relef of John James 
Dufour and his associates, was read a third time. 
This bill provides, as will be recollected, for the 
extension of the time of payment of an instalment 
due for public lands, for the term of six months. 

A motion was made by ‘ir. Strother, to lay the 
bill on the table, and negatived, after debate—68 
to 55. 

The question on the passage of the bill, avas ta 
ken, by Yeas and Nays, and there were in favor 
of the bill 65 votes, against it 66. So the bill was 
rejected. 

The resolution from the Senate, directing a sur- 
vey of certain parts of the coast of North Caroling, 
was read a third time and passed. ze 

Monday, December 28. 

Mr. Williams, of N.C. from the committee of 
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aims, to whom was recommitted the bill for the 

relief of Uhaddeus Mayhew, made a detailed re- 
ort on the case of the said Mayhew, which was 
ofdered to lie on the table and be printed. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. J. J. Monroe, his pri- 
vate secretary, transmicting, in compliance with a 
resolution of this Mouse of the 15th inst. a report 
of such further correspondence and proceedings, 
jn relation to our affairs with Spain, as it should 
not be inconsistent with the public interest to di 
vulge. The message, reports and documents ac- 
comoanying it, (comprising @ volume of about 
36) pages) were ordered to lie on the table and 
be prinied. ee : 

Mr. Joanson, of Ky. from the committee on 
military affairs, made a report on the petition of 
gen. Rovert Swartwout, accompanied by a bill for 
his relief, also, from the same committee, a report 
and bill for the relief of Ezra Childs; also, from 
the sume comaitice, a bill supplementary co the 
act providing for cases of lost military land war 
rants and dischaages; which bills were twice read 
by their titles and commutted. 

The Speaker lac vetore the House a letter of 
the attorney general, in relation to the accaunis 
of James Thomas, a quarter mascer general in 
the late war, which were referred)to him by the 
House; which letter was ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Ky. it was 

Resolved, That the committee 04 post offices 
an:l post roads be instracted to inquire into the 
expediency of authorizing the postmaster general 
to contract for the transportation of the mail by 
steam boats, or otherwise, on navigable waters, 
in the same manner as he is authorized to con- 
tract for the transportation of the mail by land. , 

The Speaker laid before ‘he House a letter 
from the secretary of the treasury, transmitting 
copies of instructions given by the secretary of 
the treasury, under the eighth section of the act 
of the 2ist April, 1806, to the several boards of 
land commissioners in the state of Louisiana, and 
territory of Missouri, rendered in obedience to a 
resolution of this House of the 17th instant; which 
was ordered to lie on the tale. 

The Speaker also laid before the House a letter 
from Chomas Dunn, the Sergeant at Arms of this 
House, stating that John Anderson has instituted 
asuit against him ona charge of false imprison- 
ment, in consequence of his having arrested and 
held,in custody the said Anderson, under an or- 
der of the House; which letter was referred to 
the Judiciarv committee. 

Myr. Pindall, after stating that information had 
come to his knowledge since the decision of the 
House on Chursday last against the bill for the 
relief of J. J. Dufour and others, which he thought 
had a materiai bearing gn the expediency of ex- 
tending relief, in some shape, to the petitioners, 
and after entering into some reasons which, from 
reflection and further investigation, had occurred 
to him, in support of the motion he rose to make, 
moved to reconsider the vote which rejected the 
bil, and to bring it before the House to receive 
the modification which he thought would entitle 
it to the sanction of the House. 

Qa this motion Mr. Lincoin submitted the rea- 
sons which induced him to favor the petitioners, 


- and to support the bill for their relief. 


The question was then taken on reconsidering 
the vote on the bill, and deeided in the aftirma- 
tive; when 
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On motion of Mr. Pindall, the bill was referred 
to a select committee. 

On motion of Mr. ‘Tallmadge, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
providing by law for the appointment by the Pre- 
sident, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senaie, of the Clerks of the séveral district courts 
of the United States, and also to require from 
them greater security for the performanee of their 
duties. 

Mr. Palmer moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce 
wad manufactures be instructed to inquire whether 
any, and, :f any, what amendments are necessary 
to be made to the act supplementary to the act to 
regulate the collection of duties on imports and - 
tonnage, passed the 20th of April, 1818, in rela- 
tion lo the importation of goods, &c. into the 
United States by land from thé dominions of Great 
Britain in North America; and also, thatthe same 
committee be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
peliency of so amending the 4th section of an 
act entitled ‘an act to continue in force an act 
entitied ‘an act further to provide for the col- 
lection of duties on imports and tonnage, passed 
the 3d of March, 1815, and for other purposes,” 
passed the 3d of March, 1817, that the provisions 
therein containefl shall apply only to steam boats 
on Lake Champlain which are employed solely for 
the transportation of passengers and ‘their bag- 
Sage; and that tue said section shall not extend to 
authorize the entry of any goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, except passengers’ baggage, in any 
Aher districts other than the one. in which the 
same are to be landed—with leave to report by 
bill or otherwise. 

On the question of agreeing to the resolution, 
it was ciecided in the negative. 

Tuesday, December 29. 

Mr. H. Nelson, from the Judiciary committee, 
to whom had been referred the letter of the Ser~ 
geant at arms, respecting the suit commenced 
against him by John Anderson, reported a reso- 
lution authorizing and requesting the Speaker to 
employ such counsel, as he may think proper, to 
defend the suit brought by Jolin Anderson against 
ihe said Thomas Dunn, and tliat the expences be 
defrayed out of the contingent fund of the Houses; 
which resolution was concurred in. 

Mr. N. reported also a bill concerning suits 
brought on copy rights; which was twice read and 
committed 

Mr WN. also made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of John Burgen, who. prays to be reliev- 
ed from a suit commenced against him as security 
for a postinaster; which was concurred in. 

Mr. Herbert, from the committee on the dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported a bill authorizing the 
corporation of the city of Washington to open 
and extend certain streets in certain parts of the 
city of Washington, through public reservations; 
which was twice read. 

Mr. Hifrom the same committee, reported a 
bill authorizing the Rockville and Washington 
turnpike company to extend and make the same 
from the line of the district of Columbia to the 
boundary of the city of Washington; which bill 
was twice read, and. was about to be ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, when, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Rich, it was referred to a committee 
of the whole. 

Qn motion of Mr. Pindall,the salect committee 
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to whom was recommitted the bill to extend to 
John James Dufour, and others, the time of pay- 
ment for certain lands, were discharged from the 
further consideration thereof, and it was ordered 
to lie on the table. [The reason of this proceed- 
ing was, that a letter has been received, that the 
payment requested to be deferred has since actu- 
ally been made, by a sacrifice of heavy discount.] 

A motion was made by Mr. Hendricks, to re- 
consider the vote of yesterday, by which the bill 
for the relief of Ebenezer Stevens and others was 
rejected; on the ground of a desire to recommit 
it for an amendment, the object of which was to 
submit the justice of the claim to the decision of 
the supreme court, or of some other judicial tri- 
bunal. 

The bill reported at the last session, authorzing | 
a subscription to the Chesapeake and Delaware | 
canal company, being called, as the order of the | 
day, é' 

Mr. Tucker, of Virginia, after stating that the | 
gentleman (Mr. M‘Lane, of Del) who reported | 
this bill, and who was particularly interested in| 
its discussion, was absent from the House, as one 
of the Bank committee; and that the information 
directed by a resolution of the last session to be 
collected by the secretary of the treasury, on the 
subject of internal improvements, had not yet 
been received respecting the Chesapeake and 
Delaware canal; moved that the committee of the 
whole, to whom the .bill had been referred, be 
discharged therefrom, and that it be referred to 
the committee on internal improvement; 

Which motion prevailed, and the bill was ac- 
cordingly so referred. 

Wednesday, December 30. 

Mr. Robertson reported a bill for the relief of 
John B. Regnier; which was read and committed. 

The bill for the relief of Sampson S. King; the 
bill for the relief of Harold Smitii; the bill for the 
relief of Samuel F Hooker, were severally read 
a third time and sent to the senate for concur- 
rence. 

On motion of Mr. Holmes, two thousand addi- 
tional copies were ordered to be printed of the 
message of the President and documents, trans- 
mitted to Congress en the 28th (respecting our 
relations with Spain.) 

On motion of Mr. M‘Lean, the committee on 
the public lands were instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of establishing additional jand_ of- 
fices for thé sale of public lands in the state of Il- 
linois; and also into the expediency of appointing 
a surveyor of the lands of the United States in 
said state. 

On motion of Mr. Newton, a resolution direct- 
ing the distribution of the copies of seybert’s 
Statistics, subscribed for by Congress, was twice 
read and ordered to be engrossed fora third 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Ky. the commit- 
tee on the post office were instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of authorizing the establish- 
ment of a post route from Cincinnatti, sin Obio, 
to New Orleans, Louisiana, by steam boats or o- 
therwise. ; 

The bill to incorporate the medical society of 
the district of Columbia, and the bill to incorpo- 
rate the provident association of clerks for the 
distriet of Columbia, passed through a committee 
of the whole, Mr Pleasants in the chair, and were, 
(the former with some amendments) ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 
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The bill for the relief of Samuel Burr, also 
passed through a committee of the whole, Mr, 
.—<« in the chair. <a 

The same committee took up, al i 
the relief of John Delafield, (er tiloe ie Orhan 
forty-three loan office certificates, of 400 dollar’ 
each, with the balance of interest.) 

The documents were read, connected with the 
bill last mentioned, and Mr. Ruggles spoke some 


time in favor of tne claim, after which the com: © 


mittce rose, reported progress on the latter bill, 
aud the House adjourned. 
=—ee 


FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER. 
Song, written on hearing a young lady sing * QF 
a the airs the winds do blaw.” 
Tune—* Bra’ bra’ lads & Yarrow brags.” 
Lassie dear ye sing a song 
O’ a’ the songs I lo’ it better, 
For it was sung lang syne to me, 
By one most dear, near Mohawk water, 


Your voice sae rare, your heart sae true, 
That modest brow and breath like heather, 
Seems as “twere she, the bonny lass, 

The lass that liv’d near Mohawk water. 


The rapid sweep, the foamy fails, 

Of this then unfrequented river, 

Shall ay be dear though years ha’ flown, 
Since life was new on Mohawk water, 


The blooming rose bush we caress’d 

Still marks the spot enrich’d by nature, 

Wi’ a’ things sweet and fair but her, 

‘The bonny lass of Mohawk water. 

I sought these falls, I sought the rose, 
Where hopes and fears had chas’d each other, 
But Aer who sang lang syne to me, 

Lay cold in death near Mohawk water. 


Washington, January 1st, 1819, 





FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER, 
MINOR CRITICISM. 

The following exquisite Stanzas, to the Trish 
tune of “ Oh! the Wattle,” appeared originally im 
the “ Pittsburg (Pa.) Gazette:” 

** The dogs they began for till bark, 

And my mother came out for till see, 

And its who but our red whisker’d spark, 

Just 4 kissing young Molly M‘Gee— 

And its arrah what would ye be a’ter, 

Devil fire ye you villain, quoth she, 

Is it vou would be leaving my dater, 

‘Yo take up with Molly M‘Gee. 

Poor Pat put his hand till his daddle, 

And scratched at his haffits awee, 

But the rolling pin thwacked e’er his noddle 

Lord save us! cried Molly M‘Gee 

And its arrah what would ye be a’ter, 

Wou’d you kill my poor Paddy says she, 

Sure he’s right for tJ leave your ould dater ¢ 

For sprightly young Molly M‘Gee.” 

The reader is requested to mark the force of 
the expressions “for dll bark,” and “for al 
leave,” &c. They denote a strength of feeling far 
surpassing the plain English words “ for to bark” 
“ for ¢o leave,” which an ordinary bard would have 
used; and they signify also an intenseness of ew 
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ly the most touching. 








Vor. VII} 


riosity; for in a country cabin, whenever the dogs 
begin “ for till bark,” every one in the house runs 
oubas soon as possible—as any one may know who 
basbeen present at such occurrences. ‘that the 
. ‘has been true to nature on this occasion, may 
be seen by the continuation of the story; for even 
the old lady, who might have been lame, ran out 
in such a hurry, that she caught poor Paddy “just 
kissing young Molly M‘Gee.” And here, mark 
again the old lady’s vein of ridicule of this treach- 
erous lover—* Who but our red-whiskered spark!” 
As much as to say, who but he / who but my faithless 
gentleman ! ** Red-whiskered” seems to have been 
thrown in to fix odium on that colored hair; which, 
however, it is to be supposed, was more poor Pad- 
dy’s misfortune than his fault; for it is not.to be 
conceived that he dealt in the “Tyrian dye,” or 
the “* Macassar or Russian Oils,” to produce that 
er any other color. 

From ridicule the mother of the forsaken daugh- 
ter breaks out into fierce and sudden anger. 
And here again the poet is very happy. Instead 
of saying * Bad luck to ye!” or “go to the De- 
vil /” she exclaims “* Devil fre ye /” thus invoking 
the very father of all sin and wickedness to burn 
poor Paddy. Other dames would, perhaps, have 
simply and whimperinglv reproached the faithless 
creature, or have gone off with secret and pining 
grief: But such was not the case with our old la- 
dy. She knew better Aow and where to touch 
Paddy’s sensibility; so she thwacked the rolling pin 
over his noddle; and not only the revenge, but the 
method of it was appropriate, it having been a 
thwack—which isa short, quick, hard blow, suited, 
no doubt, to the thickness of Paddy’s noddle- 
Pat’s confusion is admirably hit off. He “ put 
his hans to his haffits,” &c. thereby showing his 
consciousness of guilt. How the affair terminated 
we have not been told; but as Molly M‘Gee ar- 
gued in favor of herself both sprightliness and 
youth, there is reason to believe that Paddy re- 
mained faithful to her. If he did, he is not the 
first “ gay deceiver” who has abandoned an old 
sweetheart for a young one. Of all the ditties 
concerning “ love and murder,” since that famous 
one of “ Willy was a loyal lovyer,” this is certain- 





EDITOR’S CABINET. 


City or haere fae 
January 2, 1819. 


Poreign Newsg-There has been an arrival at/} 


Boston, which brings foreign intelligence from 
London to the 1st of November last. The con- 
ferences at Aix-la-Chapelle, so. far as the sove- 
reigns were concerned, had terminated. The 
emperor of Russia and the King of Prussia left 
that place on the 20th of October for Paris. Lerd 
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Castlereagh was still there on the 30th of that 
month.—The «‘lied army which has occupied 
France for three years past was withdrawing. 
Several regiments of the British portion of that 
army had arrived in England. 


History of Congress.—The proceedings of Con- 
gress for the week past have not been of a cha- 
racter to excite much general interest. The Ho- 
lidays being over, the public may expect the na- 
tional legislature to proceed in affairs with more 
assiduity—at least as to general subjects; although, 
it must be supposed that, within the last month, 
great progress has been made in the preparatory 
stages of business: This is commonly effected by 
particular committees, and is not so obvious to 
the public eye as the topics which bring on 
debate and long speeches. There was no busi- 
ness transacted in either House on Thursday last, 
in consequence of the death of Mr. Mumrorn, 
late a Representative from North Carolina.. The 
following is the order of procession adopted for 
the intérment of this lamented gentleman. He 
was buried in due form yesterday, in the manner 
prescribed by the order. 

ORDER OF PROCESSION 
For the Funeral of the Honorable, George Mumford, 
deceased, a Representative of the United States, 

JSrom the State of North Carolina. 

The Committee of Arrangements will attend at 
the late residence of the deceased, at 9 o’clock, 
A M_ this day, at which time the Corpse will be 
removed tod Congress Hall, in charge of the 'Com- 
mittee, attended by the Sergeant-at-Arms of the 
House of Representatives 

The members of the Senate and the membere 
of the House of Representatives, are requested to 
assemble at Congress Hall, in their respective 
Chambers, at 10 o’clock, A. M. this day. 

At half past 10 o’clock, precisely, the funeral 
will remove from the Hall, to the City Burying- 
place, in the following order: 

The Chaplains of Congress. 

Physicians who attended the deceased. 

F PALL BEARERS. ~ 


Mr. Urnam, 
Mr. Wi1son, Mass. 
Ma. Peasants. 


Mr. Strone, 
Mr. Apams, 
Mr. Psrer, 





asduoo 


The Senators, and Representatives from the 
State of North Carolina, as mourners. 
The Sergeant-at-Arms, of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 
The members of the House of Representatives, 
preceded by their Speaker and Clerk. 
The Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate. 
The Senators, preceded by their President and 
retary. ! 
T 


ry 
he President of the United States. 
The Heads of Departments. 7 
Foreign Ministers. 
' Citizens and Strangers. 
{The members of Congress have -agreed to 
wear mourning, for the usual term of thirty days, 





from respect to the memory of the deceased:] 

















¢. esq. -the President. 


“ the apology that it will not be accepted. 


ents relative to the concerns of this 
jastitution; one of them a letter from Wm. Jones, 
This latter documenf is an 
ample confession of the fact of a violuted “eharter, 
combined with a labored apology For that viola- 
tion. We confess that.we did not think’ Mr. 
Jones and the board of directors would have been 
so frank. We should infer from the feebleness of 
In- 
deed, how can it be ac cepted? Nothing, we con 

ceive, can be regarded as saving a charter, which 
is not only violated in its form but in its spirit 

To establish the bank, a certain amount of specie 
was to be paid in on the subscriptions to the 
stock. Allow that the bank began legally to 
operate before the whole amount of specie was 
paid up, it should have taken care not to have 
issued notes on that part of its capital so as to ad- 
mit of iystalments being paid up in specie drawn 
from itself upon the return of those notes. That 
shews distinctly bad management at least. Besides, 
what sort of a direction must it be not to be able 
to guard against such a trick? We had not 
intended to make any further remarks on ‘this 
subject until we had seen and read the report of 
the committee of inquiry: but an argument set sp 
at Baltimore induces us to deviate a little from this 
intention. The Baltimore argument, in sub- 


* stance, is this: that the largest stockholders, even 


if they had not paid up for all their shares, were 
entitled to the greatest indulgences, in the way 
of loans, This is evidently an. untenable posi- 
tion: first, because a Bank which issues notes 
that circulate as money, is not, to the detriment of 
the public, to be managed so as to place the great 
est portion of its fun-ls, either in the shape of 
loans or otherwise, into the hands of men who 
are unable to pay up, in a proper manner, their 
debts to’ the institution; and that would be to 
injure the public at large, by rendering it indis- 
peénsable, suddenly, te withdraw from circulation a 
large amount of specie anc! notes which passed as 
specie. It would be, moreover, an improper fa- 
vor to speculators, by making excessive loans.to 
them, and refusing, in the proportion of the excess, 
to loan to honest traders really ableto pay In the 
next place, such partial indulgences would be 
dishonest with regard to the solvent and able 
stockholders, by lessening the dividends of inte- 
Rest on the funds they had invested in the Bank 

When -the topic comes before Congress, w 
trust that every member, like Mr. Brrax, of 
North Carolina, interested in the Bank, will de- 
celine either speaking or voting on the subject; for 
it is to be observed, that the true question to be set- 
tled is, not whether the institution has violated its 
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therefore’ settled: but the qnestion is, will ¢ 
gress sanction the continuance of a monied E 
ment which has confessedly violated ite: act 
poration ?.Tiis is so close a question 
to the parties directly concerned, that 
presentative and Senator who has any shane} 
Bank, or loans obtained upon it on irregula 
ditions, ought to avoid committing hi 
the temptation, “<<. wy 
The men who have speculated on ‘Bank. St 
and who, had they succeeded, by*keeping itu ca 
to a high fictitious value above par, would haven 
alized princely fortunes, out ‘to be made to 
fer. It has been their crime that has, in ag 
degree, brought upon society the accumula 
and accumulating evils of a depreciated pap 
rency. They have madé society suffer:, 
ety, through its representatives, do justice on 
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them. Let not the Congress, by any.act what ~ 
ever, bolster up the fortunes of .men who are ac. 






































charter: that point has been confessed; and is 





tually insolvent, and who only. wait for thea = 
tional legislature to,come to-theit: aid, sto save ‘ 
them from sinking. There are: known to be ma a 
ny such, who, in the pride of expected millions, 

towered, in scorn, over the heads of the commifs a a 
nity. Let them be left-to their fate; and bemade 9 3 
to feel some of the evils they have is 5 
produced. r ‘“ 

We wait, with some impatience, for the report: fk eS 
of the committee, . The members: of it haverper a x og 
turned to the city; and a majority of them, . ae 
have been informed, areystill engaged in ne ¥ a 
to the object for, which ‘tliey were appointed: > It ee" 
is usual, on such oéeasions, to express.<ivhatis . a 
called “confidence” in gentlemen employédinty gBe”: Pp 
affairs of this sort In the investigations of great HBO 
public subjects, however, “ confidence” isa word J fee 
which we do not admit into our vocabulary. ‘The oe” 
gentlemen appointed on the committee are, ine a 
deed, respectable and intelligent: but their report. ~~ th 
will be fairly open to eriticism; and they mustete | al 
pect just so much respect to he patdto.it, and so 7 ch 
much “ confidence” to be“ placed in-it, as it diss th: 
plays of clearness in the statement of its facts, ore } 
der and precision in its reasoning, ang soundness pe 
of logie in its:conclusions. So 

Every man in the Union is, more or lewyiall sen 
rested in the determination of Congress touching _ 
the Bank. If it is suifered to go on as it has done ; ae 
for the last six months, there wiil be no security E plo 
that the same evils will not continue to recur at 
future periods. One of three things will inevitas ! : 
bly happen: 1. The vices of this Institation-e), "2 

bor 

e corrected: 2, or, The State Banks, or greater ve 

part of them, must be put down: 3. Or, The Peo- Fabre 

ple of the United States will continue to be the diff 

victims of sham-bankers, steckjobbers, shavers the 
and exchange-brokers, % m 





